
Little River United Church of Christ 
Special Congregational Meeting  

March 23, 2014 

 
Moderator Tom Ross called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m. noting the historical significance of the 
meeting this being only the third time in the church’s 57 year history that the congregation has met to 
call a new Senior Pastor.  He announced voting would be by paper ballot and read the call to the 
meeting.  He noted that George Leonard was serving as parliamentarian, and the presence of a 
quorum.   
 
Tom said without objection minutes of this meeting will be approved by Church Council at their April 
meeting.  He asked Tom and Ruth Hill, as two of the five surviving charter members, to make a few 
opening remarks and offer a prayer.   
 
Tom Hill noted that LRUCC’s first Senior Pastor, Hubert Beckwith, lead the church and community in 
the fight against segregation and our second Senior Pastor, Verne Arens, lead the congregation to 
become Open and Affirming.  While there is still work to do on these social justice issues, our next 
Senior Pastor must lead us in continuing this work while identifying new issues.  He must also be a 
compelling preacher, a leader in the community and the church at large, a man of God, a spiritual 
leader, a mentor, and a friend.  Tom reminded us that we are privileged to choose our pastor and 
asked that we do it wisely.  Ruth offered the opening prayer. 
 
Kathleen Styles, Search Committee Chair, reviewed the search process and asked committee members 
to share their reasons for selecting Rev. David Lindsey.  Among the reasons given were: his profile 
stood out, his sense of personal caring, his answers to questions were “off the chart,” his spiritual 
journey, his appreciation and interest in other faiths, his ability to challenge us spiritually, emotionally 
and intellectually, his scholarship, his genuine friendliness, as well as the facts that David targeted 
LRUCC as a place he would like to work and that he is not afraid to talk about controversial issues.  
Kathleen noted the congregational survey identified good preaching as LRUCC’s highest priority in 
choosing a new Senior Pastor, and said David was the best preacher of the interviewees. 
 
She reviewed the terms of the call letter which David, if selected, will receive after the meeting.  He 
will start at LRUCC on June 30, 2014 with a salary of $95,000/year and all benefits within or above 
conference guidelines including vacation, sabbatical and paternity leave,   Additionally LRUCC has 
offered him $15,000 to assist in the purchase of a home. The money is to be used within two years.   
 
It was noted that Hank Fairman is in a transitional position and his future status will need to be 
determined in about a year. 
 
Tom offered thanks to the search committee and their families to which the congregation responded 
with a standing ovation. He noted there are still committee openings on Nominations and 
Appointments, Trustees and Deacons. 



 
Anne Parke moved for a Congregational Vote on calling the Reverend David Lindsey to be Little River 
United Church of Christ’s Senior Pastor, to be effective June 30, 2013 in accordance with the 
Constitution and Bylaws of LRUCC, and the provisions contained in the call letter of March 23, 2014.  
The motion was seconded by Brian Payne. 
 
Discussion of the compensation package followed.  Ginny Peters moved and Jill Cetina seconded an 
amendment to the call increasing the housing gift from $15,000 to $25,000.  After discussion the 
amendment was withdrawn with the recommendation that the issue be revisited at a later 
Congregational meeting if David and Carrie need additional funds for the purchase of a home. 
 
After ballots were collected and tallied, Tom announced the motion to call the Reverend David 
Lindsey as Senior Pastor was overwhelmingly approved.  David and his fiancée, Carrie Dobmeier, 
were warmly welcomed to the meeting, and David asked that we join in a prayer for the future of 
LRUCC. 
 
Tom again thanked the search committee.  David offered a benediction.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ann Lingo 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


