
Church Council Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2018 

DRAFT #3 
 
PRESENT:  
Carolyn Yocom, Moderator 
Jean Wheelock, Clerk 
(Absent), Membership Clerk 
Mary Summers, Treasurer 
Gary Allen, Comptroller 
(Absent), Archivist/Historian 
Heidi Warrington, Board of Christian Education 
(Absent) Board of Deacons 
Nancy Hall, Board of Outreach & Social Justice 
Robin Petrusak, Board of Trustees 
 

 
Adam Honeysett, Stewardship Committee   
George Leonard, Endowment Committee 
Amanda Halstead, Music Committee 
Barbara Shepherd, Communications Committee 
Tom Ross, Nominations & Appointments Comm. 
Kathy McCrea, Personnel Committee 
Bruce Douglas, at large 
Alexis Kassim, Associate Pastor 
David Lindsey, Senior Pastor 
 
 

Carolyn Yocom opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:32 p.m.  
 
The first item of business was approval of minutes. Tom Ross moved that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of 

January 29, 2017, be approved. The motion was seconded and passed. The Governance Board minutes of June 

14, 2017, required a minor edit.  Bruce Douglas moved the minutes be approved as corrected. The motion was 

seconded and the minutes were approved. Nancy Hall moved that the minutes of the Governance Board of 

October 11, 2017, be approved. The motion was seconded; the minutes were approved. The Church Council 

minutes of December 13, 2017, were amended after discussion. George Leonard moved that they be approved 

as amended. The motion was seconded; the minutes were approved.  

Robin presented a revised operating budget for 2018. Discussion followed. 

Carolyn stated that the annual meeting would comprise the following items (in addition to the usual agenda 

items): a branding exercise by the Communications Committee, the motion re Nominations & Appointments 

committee.  

Any PowerPoint slides for the meeting should be sent to Carolyn. It was suggested that an update of the 

Multiracial Cultural and Multicultural effort be given.  

Tom Ross gave a report for the Nominations and Appointments Committee. George Leonard commented that 

names for the N&A Committee are to be nominated by Church Council. He moved that we nominate Tom Ross 

and Barbara Allen, pending approval by the congregation of the by-law change. The motion was seconded and 

was approved by Council.  

Barbara reminded everyone to update information for the boards and committees for the website redesign. This 

includes ideas for content, as well. The Communications Committee will send out a survey of five questions to 

everyone via email. Send the information to her.  

David reported that there were some changes in the order of worship during Advent and there will also be 

changes for Lent. The Deacons’ Worship Committee consists of Drew Nettinga, Chris Weakley, and Carolyn 



Johnson. He requested that congregants advise pastors in advance for announcements in order to keep them 

separate from Thanksgivings and Concerns. There continue to be staff transitions. He mentioned that nothing is 

written in the Constitution and By-laws regarding hiring of staff.  Transitions for boards and committees.  

Carolyn mentioned that the Council will meet February 11 for transition training after church. It will be a shared 

meeting between old and new officers. The Council will break into committees during this time.  

David said he will have been here five years in 2019, and there will be a 

sabbatical for three months. We have had as many as 20 -25 children coming up 

for children’s sermon during the fall. David cited statistics about the youth in 

Fairfax County as an opportunity, including one in four people are under 18 in 

Fairfax County.  

Carolyn asked us to do homework: think of three things that went well this year and three things we can do 

better.  

Robin mentioned that the Trustees have a meeting January 23, 2017.   

There will be no meal for the Annual Meeting, but the coffee hour will be enhanced.  

David closed with a prayer.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


