
Little River United Church of Christ 
Church Council Meeting 

February 12, 2014 
Approved  

 
Present: 
 
Tom Ross, Moderator 
(absent) Moderator-elect 
Linda Anderson, Past-Moderator 
Ann Lingo, Clerk 
Dee Cardiff, Membership Clerk  
Dave Curtis, Treasurer  
(Absent), Archivist/Historian 
Carolyn Yocom, Board of Christian Ed. 
Jennifer Atkinson, Board of Deacons  
Jason Thompson & Karen Kleibler, 

Board of Outreach & Social Justice 
(Absent), Board of Trustees 
 
 
 

 
Rob Peters, Stewardship Committee and 
 Endowment Fund committee 
Ginny Peters, Nominations & Appointments 
(Absent), Music  Committee 
Heather Shackley, Communications Advisory Team 
(Absent), at large 
(Absent), at large 
(Absent), at large    
Kathleen Styles , Search Committee 
Jean Wheelock, Interim Personnel Committee  
Susan Henderson, Interim Senior Pastor  
(Absent), Transitional Pastor for  
 Faith Formation     
    

Tom called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and provided opening devotions. 
 
Reports: 

Kathleen reviewed steps the Search Committee has taken in the past year to identify a candidate for Senior 
Pastor.  The chosen candidate will visit LRUCC the weekend of March 22 and 23.   He will arrive on Friday in time 
to meet the staff before a social event that evening with additional opportunities to meet church leaders on 
Saturday.  The candidate will preach one service on Sunday which will be followed by a congregational meeting 
to vote on the call.  Assuming a call is issued, LRUCC could expect a new Senior Pastor in June.  Kathleen is 
working with Dave and a small group to put together the call package.   A second group is working on plans for 
activities the weekend of March 22-23.   
 
Dave noted the budget item for grounds maintenance is likely to be overspent due to snow and ice removal 
expenses.  The invoice for Stewardship envelopes wasn’t submitted in time to be paid from last year’s budget 
thus it was paid from 2014 budget. The Endowment Fund is over $250,000 due to accrued interest, but 
contributions must reach $250,000 before any funds may be used.  Finance and Endowment Committees will 
determine exact amount of contributions.   

 
Jean reported the Personnel Committee is drafting a handbook for church employees.  Position descriptions are 
still needed from some boards and committees. 
 
Heather reported the Communications Advisory Team is working on procedures to capture and disseminate 
personal information which used to be published in Currents, but is no long included in  
Current Tidings.  Board of Outreach and Social Justice (BOSJ) has appointed a member to coordinate with 
Communications which is helpful and will result in their activities being well publicized.  Heather encouraged 
other boards and committee to follow suit.  Deadline to submit items for Current Tidings is Monday evening for 



the following Friday publication.  Council agenda and minutes will be published on the web site LRUCC has an 
Institutional Facebook page as well as a Facebook group for members.  There was a discussion about how 
boards and committees can electronically save information from year to year.  Karen said Hank is helping BOSJ 
set up a system.  Dave mentioned the church server also has space. 
 
Ginny reported two vacancies on Stewardship, one on Deacons, and some on Trustees.  New appointments 
include Jill Cetina as Assistant Treasurer and Barbara Lowrey as Comptroller.   
 
Tom noted that Ron Rising, Transitional Interim Pastor, and his wife visited last Sunday.  Ron will be half time 
focusing on worship and parish care and helping the church prepare for a new Senior Pastor.  Tom will be acting 
chief of staff between the time Susan leaves and our new Senior Pastor arrives.   
 
Susan has been spending most of her time transitioning and taking care of pastoral matters.  She expressed 
concern about the lack of a Safe Church Committee and of a church administrator.  Hank will continue monthly 
visits with residents of Greenspring Villege.   Susan has two or possibly three things she has agreed to do after 
her official last day.  At the family’s request, she will officiate at Doug Crone’s funeral and at a wedding which 
will not be held in the church. 
 
Action Items: 
Minutes of Council Meeting on January 14, 2014 were approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
Tom requested authorization to enter into a covenant letter with Ron Rising, Transitional Interim Pastor.  The 
letter will include compensation specifics and responsibility priorities.  Tom will coordinate with Linda and Cici 
on the letter.  Motion made and seconded and passed. 
 
Discussion and Announcements:  Most Items on the agenda for discussion were postponed to the March 
meeting due to the impending snow storm. 
 
Tom said he wants the Ministry and Governance Boards to begin working separately but first wants the Council 
as a whole to discuss how the division will work.  The discussion is now scheduled for the March meeting. 
 
Tom asked if anyone has a computer screen which Ron could use with his lap top as there is no computer in the 
Senior Pastor’s office. 
 
Karen said BOSJ is looking for someone to represent LRUCC on the Shaw Ministries Board. 
 
Tom reminded us we will celebrate the work Susan has done with us over the past nearly four years on March 2, 
and expressed thanks of the Council.  Susan closed the meeting with a prayer of thanksgiving for the work we 
have done together. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 
Next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
 
Ann Lingo 
Clerk 
 


