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Dear Parents and Volunteers: 

 

Welcome to the nursery at Little River United Church of Christ.  The children’s ministry is here 

to provide a warm, accepting environment for the children entrusted to our care.  Our goal is to 

help you and your child feel comfortable and secure while they are in our care.  We hope the 

care we provide will enable you to participate in a worship service or church classes and 

activities. 

 

This handbook has been prepared to assist everyone participating in the nursery.  Whether you 

are a parent or volunteer, this book is to keep everyone informed of the policies and procedures 

for our nursery.  Please keep in mind that our first priority is the safety and care of your child, 

and to welcome all who come to God’s house.  Please take a few minutes to review and 

understand our policies.  If you have any questions please call us anytime at 703-978-3060. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Board of Christian Education, LRUCC 



 

General Information 

 The nursery opens 15 minutes before service starts and is available for both services 

 While we encourage parents/guardians to bring their children to an age-appropriate room, if a sibling wants to stay with their 

baby brother or sister, we will make every effort to make this happen.  However, our first priority is to ensure that all infants 

are kept safe 

 Please provide only plastic bottles clearly labeled with your child’s name on it 

 It would be helpful to have your child’s belongings properly labeled, this includes: 

Diaper Bag – your child’s nametag comes with a diaper bag tag 

Bottles 

Pacifiers 

Drinking cups 

Coats 

Blankets 

Snack bowl or bag 

 We will make every effort to engage an unhappy child in playing or rocking. If a child is still unhappy we will find the 

parents 

 We ask that you pick up your child(ren) immediately following that service or church activity 

 Children will only be released to their parent/guardian 
 

Food Guidelines 

 The nursery is a nut free area; nacks provided in the nursery do NOT contain peanuts or chocolate; snacks from home are 

welcome but SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY PEANUTS OR TREE NUTS 

 We will feed your baby formula, milk, juice, or water provided in a plastic bottle or cup; please provide any additional 

instructions needed for preparing your baby’s bottle to the nursery caregiver and label each bottle with your child’s name  

 We will be happy to feed your child the food you provide; please include all necessary items to feed your baby/child in their 

bag (check with Yris on this) 

 Medications will NOT be given by our nursery caregivers; please do not put medication in your baby’s bottle 

 Please notify the nursery caregivers of any food allergies 

 For any nursing mother or parent who wishes to hold their young children there are two glider/rockers available in the 

nursery 
 

Health Guidelines 

For the protection of your child and other children, a child should not be put in the nursery if any of these symptoms are present within 

the last 24 hours: 

 Fever over 100.4 degrees orally 

 Vomiting or diarrhea 

 Significant, persistent nasal drainage which is yellow or green in color 

 Childhood diseases such as Scarlet Fever, German Measles, Mumps 

 Chicken Pox – a child may return to the nursery provided all pox are scabbed over 

 Any unexplained rash 

 Any unexplained skin infection 

 Conjunctivitis (pink eye) or an eye infection 

 Parasites, any form of lice, mites, or ringworm 

Nursery caregivers will not administer any medication 

 



 

Cleaning and Sanitation 

 All toys are cleaned with disinfectant once a week 

 The sheets are washed every week 

 All spills are cleaned up immediately 

 Caregivers wash their hands after each diaper change or wiping any noses 

 Latex gloves are provided for caregivers to use 

 The changing pad is disinfected after each diaper change 

 The nursery is cleaned once a week after Sunday morning services 
 

Safety and Security 

We love taking care of your child in the nursery.  With that comes the responsibility of protecting your child. The Little River Nursery 

has instituted a new sign-in process with name tags designed to help the caregivers and volunteers identify your child and their 

belongings, and also identify the parent/guardian who will be picking them up after class or service. 

 

We ask the parents/guardian of the child to fill out the nametag each week and include their planned location during the service hour 

so that they may be found in the event of an emergency.  Apply the nametag to the child’s back, and the bag tag to the diaper bag 

should they have one. 
 

Caregiver Qualifications 

 Little River United Church of Christ follows a safe church protocol 

 The nursery caregivers are lead by one paid staff leader to maintain consistency week to week, and volunteers 

 Every caregiver must agree to a background check 

 Every caregiver must be able to change a diaper, bottle feed, cup feed, hold a baby properly, burp a baby, sooth a crying 

child, and engage in playtime 

 All nursery caregivers must be 13 years old or older unless their parents are in the nursery with them 
 

In Closing, 

Our vision is to foster within each child the desire to discover God in a personal way, leaving an eternal imprint of God’s love on 

his/her life. Thank you for sharing this part of your child’s life with us. 


